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Thdatre Fran<jais were forever closed against her. She took
refuge in the provinces, and reigned there with uncontrolled
sway for some time. Her next appearance in the columns of the
newspapers was in a very different character—to her name
was attached the ignominious epithet of thief. The Aferqpe
had stolen dinner-plate. Athalie had enveloped her diadem
in the greasy napkins of a restaurante. When she came out
of prison a man was found generous enough to give his name
to conceal her shame. But nothing could save her. Once
again she was on the police sheets for theft; once more that
beautiful hair was cut, and she was sent to keep company
with the lowest and most abandoned of her sex.
Mistaken vanity had crazed the weak brains, and the next
time poor Helena was heard of was in the rdk of a prophet-
ess, preaching a new gospel, receiving communications from
the divinity. In 1848 she was apprehended on the Barri-
cades, where, with waving banner and frantic words, this Tisi-
phone was inciting the populace to deeds of blood.
It was then that some charitable persons, pitying the deg-
radation and wretchedness of the poor outcast, obtained
means for her to be sent to California, and it was on her way
thither that, worn out by excesses of every description, alone
and friendless, the unhappy creature died, having, in the course
of an existence that lasted but thirty years, run the gauntlet
of every sin and every shame.
Notwithstanding the last-announced resignation, Mademoi-
selle Rachel reappeared on the 18th of September in the role of
Marie Stuart, playing with a perfection of entente de la scene
that she had never before displayed in this, one of the greatest
of Schiller's conceptions—one which the French translator
could not wholly spoil.
But, while Mademoiselle Rachel delighted the public, in
whose good graces she now seemed completely reinstated, she
had either forgotten, or she did not choose to remember, that
in the month of April she had written to M. Legouve", "At
the expiration of my conge I will undertake 'Mede'e.'" M.
Legouve' had not the same motives for short memory, and,
she took no notice of him or his production, though
her rentree in May, ventured to recall it to her.

